Stenosis of the suprahepatic inferior vena cava as a complication of transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt in Budd-Chiari patients.
We report 2 patients with Budd-Chiari (BC) syndrome secondary to thrombogenic conditions who underwent transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt (TIPS) placement because of refractory ascites and impending liver failure. After TIPS placement, there was marked symptomatic relief and improvement in liver function, but the courses of both patients were complicated by the development of an inferior vena cava (IVC) syndrome caused by segmental stenosis of the suprahepatic IVC just at the outflow jet of the TIPS at 11 and 9 months later. One patient underwent liver transplantation, and the other patient, caval angioplasty and stenting. Stenosis of the IVC represents an unrecognized complication of TIPS in patients with BC syndrome.